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To  the  (Chairman  and  Iwemhers  of  the 
Health  Committee, 

Holyhead  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  upon  the  health  of  your  District  for  the  year  1955 » 

As  previously,  the  report  incorporates  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

With  one  exception,  the  year  under  review  has 
not  reflected  any  very  appreciable  variations  in  the  figures 
indicating  the  General  Statistical  state  of  your  Urban 
District  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  related 
to  the  previous  year.  For  examples,  - the  population  has 
decreased  by  but  10  persons,  - the  Rateable  Value  has  increased 
by  about  £600,  and,  the  production  of  a Penny  Rate  has  varied 
by  less  than  £4.  Of  vital  statistics  - the  Birth  Rate  has 
shown  a tendency  towards  retrogression  - from  18,3  per  1,000 
population  to  16.86,  but  even  so,  this  rate  of  increase  of  the 
population  is  appreciably  higher  than  the  figures  produced  by 
the  County  as  a whole  (15.3)  or  by  England  & Wales,  15.0. ■ 

The  respective  corrected  Birth  Rate  figures  for  the  years  1955, 
195'4-  and  1955  for  Anglesey  and  for  England  & Wales  have 
been  (Anglesey)  16.1;  15.9  ard  15.3  -(England  & Wales)  15.5, 

15.2  and  15.0,  *^he  Birth  Rates  for  Holyhead  in  recent  years 
have  been  1950  (18.2);  1951  (18.?);  1952  (15.2);  1953,  (14.2); 

1954  (18.3)  and ^ for  the  current  year  16,86,  At  least,  one 
major  point  of ' significance  in  these  Holyhead  figures,  past 
and  present,  and  in  comparison,  lies  in  the  likely  future 
Holyhead  Housing  need,  - were  there  to  be  no  depreciation  in 
the  next  20  or  30  years  of  houses,  at  present,  on  the  borderline 
substandard  level.  It  can  not,  of  course,  be  reasonably 
expected  otherwise  than  that  a large  number  of  at  present  ageing 
properties  will,  by  then,  have  become  uninhabitable  by,  at  least 
today’s  modern  standards  of  habitations  - and,  of  course,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  is  very  possible  that  the  present 
bettering  of  National  housing  standards  that  has  been  accepted 
as  minimal  in  the  last  ten  years,  may  well  show  further 
improved  ideals  without  in  any  way  approaching  Scandinavian 
standards. 


Reverting  to  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year, 
the  "one  exception”  referred  to  in  the  opening  line  of  this 
report  - refers  to  Stillbirths,  On  the  face  of  it,  it  would 
appear  that,  a Stillbirth  Rate  reduction  frem  20,. 9 to  5.7 
(where  the  respective  figures  for  Anglesey  and  England  8c  Wales 
are  28,3  and  23.0)  is  startling  - until  it  is  realised  that 
the  actual  "occurrence"  change  has  been  only  from  four  Still- 
births to  one  single  stillbirth. 

Approximately  20  more  Deaths  occurred  during  the 
current  year  than  during  its  predecessor.,  but  it  is  suggested 
that  no  particular  significance  need  be  attached  to  that  fact. 

Of  the  Causes  of  Death,  there  have  been  four  from 
Tuberculosis,  as  to  the  former  two.  Malignancy  has  increased 


by  but  a single  death  and  the  Cardio-vascular  group  by 
twelve  deaths.  ■ , , . 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  have  shown  a marked 
increase  figure  of  from  16  to  26  occurrences  - this  is  yet 
again  a matter  of  Re-housing  significance,  more  so  when  it 
is  realised  that  20  of  these  notifications  (i.e.  four  more 
than  the  total  of  all  ages  for  the  previous  year)  related 
to  persons  of  32  years  of  age  or  under.  In  this  connection 
it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  Local  Health  Authority 
continues  to  provide  B,C  ,G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis. 
But,  of  course,  that  protection  does  not  cover  vulnerable 
adolescents.  Of  general  Infectious  Fevers,  there  was  a 
juvenile  outbreak  of  measles,  - whereas  the  scourge, 
whooping  cough  victimised  only  3 infants,  3 toddlers  and 
4 school  entrants.  'I'he  Local  Health  Authority  provided 
protection  to  103  young  children  against  whooping  cough. 

There  were  no  epidemics  of  Intestinal  Infections. 
Detailed  Statistical  reference  is  made  in  his  comprehensive 
and  explicit  Annual  Report  - to  the  subject  of  Housing  and 
Re-housing  - by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  suffice  it, 
therefore,  to  observe  here,  that  17  more  Council  Houses  were 
built  in  1955  (compared  with  an  increase  of  but  5 in  the 
preceding  year).  These  figures  must  be  read  against  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  reference  to  Housing  Applicants. 

As  to  that  popular,  but  potentially  dangerous, 
food  commodity  - Ice  Cream  - it  is  satisfactory  to  note  in 
some  respects  that  the  number  of  manufacturing-retailers 
have  been  reduced  by  one  to  three,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
quality  of  their  product  was  lower  than  in  the  preceding 
year  when  two  of  the  manufacturers  produced  100%  Grade  I 
reports;  a third  one  83.3%  Grade  I and  the  fourth  manufact- 
urer 75%  Grade  I.  In  the  current  year  only  one  manufact- 
urer rose  to  100%  Grade  I quality,  whereas  the  other  two 
rose  no  higher  than  50%  and  11%  of  similar  premium  grade. 

The  cold  water  supply  was  believed  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
inferior  quality  product.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of 
non-manufacturing  retailers  increased  by  six  to  thirty-three 
and  of  that  total  no  less  than  27  sold  consistently  Grades 
I and  II  products.  ' The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  more 
exhaustively  with  this  item,  but  suffice  it  to  add  that  no 
less  than  195  samples  were  sent,  during  the  Summer  season 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  grading'* 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  indicated  their  willingness  to  hold  a Public  Enquiry 
into  the  need  for  the  V/est  Holyhead  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme;  - 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  will  go  well  end .that  the  primitive 
disposal  "arrangments"  in  the  Gors  Hospital-Gors  Avenue  area 
will  be  replaced,  at  a very  early  date,  by  a modern  system. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a comprehensive  survey  was 
completed,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  Annual  Brewster 
Sessions  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  upon  the  24  licensed  and 
similar  premises  in  the  area.  This  was  a matter  of  some 
considerable  importance  in  terms  of  the  risks  of  oral  cross- 
infection ^with  communicable  diseases. 


It  was  in  February  of  this  current  year  that, 
for  the  first  time,  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
commenced  duties  in  Plolyhead.  It  is  suggested  that  those 
who  have  formerly  been  unconvinced  of  the  necessity  for 
such  an  appointment  should  study  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector's  Report  incorporated  in  this  Annual  Report 
and  note  the  diversity  of,  the  complexity  of,  and  the 
amount  of  work  that  the  modern  dictatl^  of  Public  Health 
and  its  parallel  extensive  legislation  demand,  should  be 
applied  to  an  urban  community  of  nearly  11,000  pop,,  and  one  that 
in  addition,  is  a port  of  arrival  into  this  County  of  food- 
stuffs, from  one  of  our  principal  "larder  neighbours". 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  members  for  their  interest  and  support  and  the 
Clerk,  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  other  officers  of  the  Council 
for  their  willing  co-operation  and  help. 


I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


G.H.  B. Roberts, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Aree  in  acres  ...  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  mid  1955  est.) 
Rateable  value  ...  ... 

Product  of  Penny  Rate,.,  .., 

Number  of  rateable  premises 

i.  Dwelling  Houses  ...  3070 

ii.  Farm  Houses  ...  5 

iii.  Business  Premises  ..,  610 


850 

10,330 


£54,429 

£207. 16, 2d 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  (Actual  Occurrences) 


1954 

0 

1955 

• 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

79 

97 

176 

86 

74 

160 

Illegitimate 

6 

_5.  . 

11 

6 

13 

85 

102 

187 

92 

81 

173 

The  Birth  Comparability  factor  is  1.01, 


BIRTH  RATES  (Total) 


The  Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 16.7. 

The  Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population- = 16.86. 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Anglesey,  15.3;  England  & Wales,  15.0. 


Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  & still)  = 5.7. 
The  stillbirth  rate  for  Anglesey  was  28.3;  England  & V/ales,  23.0, 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population  =0,1. 

The  stillbirth  rate  for  Anglesey  = 0,45;  England  & Wales, 0,35. 


Male  Female  Total 

88  73  161 


The  Death  Comparability  factor  is  0.91. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  =15,6. 

The  death  rate  for  Anglesey  was  16,2;  England  & Vi/ales,  11,7. 

The.  corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  = 14.2; 

Anglesey,  13.6. 
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MATSRNAL  DELATES 

Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Yeer  of  Age, 


Male 

Female 

Total  c 

Legitimate 

c 

> 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

6 

The  above  figures  relate  to  infants  who  were  all 
under  four  weeks  of  age.  Therefore,  the  neo-natal  death 
figures  are  the  same  as  the  infant  death  figures. 

^he  Infant  (and  Neo-natal)  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births  = 3^.7 • 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Anglesey  was  43.0; 
England  & Wales,  24,9. 

The  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  for  Anglesey  was  33.0; 
England  & Wales,  17.0. 


TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES) 


Causes  of  Death 

i M 

F 

liTuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

2 

2,-Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . , 

3 

2 

3»Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . 

5 

0 

4. Malignant  neoplasm, . breast 

i 0 

4 

5, Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 8 

6 

6.  Diabetes  ... 

2 

0 

7. Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.,- 

11 

17 

8. Coronary  disease,  angina  .,> 

12 

9, Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ,.j 

6 

5l 

lOiOther  heart  disease., 

14 

16 

ll^Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

1 

12. Inf luenza  ...  ... 

0 

1 

13. Pneumonia  ...  ... 

2 

1 

14, Bronchitis  ...  ... 

3 

3 

15. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

L6. Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

0 

1 

L7. Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

0 

1 

18, Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ' ... 

2 

0 

L9. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

7 

10. Motor  vehicle  accidents  ;. . 

1 

0 

11, All  other  accidents..  ,,, 

2 

1 

12, Suicide  ...  ... 

2 

0 

TOTAL 

88 

73 

-j 

• PNSVSNTION  and  control  oe  infectious  diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (excluding  tuberg.ulosis)  , ' 

Table  showing  cases  notified  during -ttae  year,  classified  in 

-age  groups  4 ~ 
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Disease 

tJnder 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

’2$  Si 

over 

Age 

Unlmown 

l7hooping  Cough 

3 

- 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  f’ever 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Measles 

r 

“7 

34 

52 

85 

^ 1 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  as  follows s- 


Age 

Sex 

Respiratory  or 
Non-re spiratory 

2 

r 

Respiratory 

4 

M 

It 

5 

M 

Non-re spiratory 

12 

M 

Respiratory 

12 

P 

Respiratory 

12 

P 

(t 

16 

M 

II 

16 

P 

II 

21 

M 

II 

22 

M 

II 

22 

P 

It 

22 

M 

II 

22 

M ' 

Non-re spiratory 

23 

M 

Respiratory 

23 

M 

II 

29 

P 

Non-re spiratory 

30 

M 

Respiratory 

30 

P 

Non-re  spirat  o ry 

32 

P 

Respiratory 

32 

P 

It 

43 

M 

t> 

45 

P 

Non-re  spiratory 

46 

M 

Respiratory 

52 

M 

It 

56 

. M 

VI 

60 

M 

II  1 

t 
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VACCINATION  AND  DViMUNISATiON 


Vaccination  asainst  Smallpox 

A total  of  83  children  were  vaccinated  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  and  11  others  were  re-vaccinated. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

B.CoG.  vaccination  is  carried'  out  by  the  Chest 
Physician  in  collaboration  with  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  his  staff.  The  scheme  provides  for  the'  vaccination 
of  new-born  infants  born  into  tuberculous  households  and  of 
tuberculin-negative  contacts  of  known  cases.  During ••1955» 
35  such  V’aocinationn  were  carried  out  in  the  District. 


Diphtheria  Immunisat ion ^ 


A total  number  of  162  children  were  immunised  during 
the  year,  of  these,  103  were  immunised  against  whooping 
cough. 


SEKCOR  SANIMY  INSPECTOR’S  AMAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1955 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  194B 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  application  for  a Court 
Order  under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  for  the  removal  to  other  accommodation 
of  any  person  physically  incapacitated  and  living  in  insanitary  conditions. 

One  case  of  an  aged  housevvife '-ivho  was  mentally  and  pl^sically  sick, 
and  alleged  to  be  living  in  filthy  premises  was  referred  by  the  County 
Welfare  Department  for  investigation,  under  Section  83,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  pending  an  opportunity  arising  to  secure  the  transfer  of  the  case  to 
hospital  at  an  indefinate  date  in  the  future.  This  case  finally  died  in 
hospital,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  a system  which  apparently  demands 
as  a pre-requisite,  clean  premises,  before  the  Home  Help  Service  can  be  put  in 
operation.  The  axiom  apparently  is  to  maintain  cleanliness,  and  not  to  create 
it  at  a tim.e  v\hen  it  is  most  needed,  that  is,  when  the  occupier  is  unable  to 
cope  with  normal  household  duties. 

Three  inquiries  were  received  respecting  burial  of  the  dead  under  Section 
50  of  the  Act,  and  the  Council  undertook  burial  In  one  instance  at  a cost  of 
£13.  18s,  31,  the  assets  of  the  deceased  defraying  this  amount  by  £12,  3s,  3d, 

By  arrangement  with  the  CaemaiTvonshire  and  Anglesey  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  the  mortuary  at  the  Stanley  Sailors  Hospital  is  available  on  a fee 
payigg  basis  for  the  reception  of  dead  bodies, and  it  was  used  eleven  times  at 
a cost  of  £11,  Os,  Od, 


CAMPINC  SITES  AND  CARAVANS 

This  is  not  a problem  in  the  Urban  Area,  but  increasing,  if  intermittent 
use,  is  made  for  short  periods  of  land  in  private  occupation  at  the  Porthyfelin 
end  of  the  promenade. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  seven  male  and  three  female  public  conveniences  in  ihe  town, 
and  at  least  two  of  the  urinals  should  be  closed,  when  the  Sv/ift  Square 
Conveniences,  first  planned  in  1949,  materialise. 

The  Council  has  also  been  concerned  with  the  crude  and  inadequate 
sanita'ry  conveniences  at  the  Park  since  1953,  Lut  little  progress  csm.  be  reported 
on  the  decision  to  build  nevi^  conveniences. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT  , 

No  action  was  necessary  for  dealing  with  industrial  smoke  nuisance, 

RESTRICTION  ON  DEAKENC  IN  RilGS 


No  contravention  of  Section  154,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  observed. 


FACTORIES 


The  Factories  Register  has  been  revised  in  consultation  with  H,M, District 
Inspector  of  Factories,  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  shown  in 
the  prescribed  form  reproduced  below,  and  some  65  visits  were  made  to  nineteen 
premises  resulting  in  the  remedying  of  seven  defects  in  sanitaiy  conveniences. 


/Table  overleaf 


•-  5 - 


FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  and  1948  - FORM  372  (Revised) 


”1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

nil 

(i)  Factories  in  vdiich 

Sections  1, 2,3,4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities, 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

36 

61 

7 

(iii) Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) . 

2 

2 

nil 

TOTAL  ; 

40 

65 

7 

2.  CA^SINWICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 


Particulars 

Pound 

Remedied 

Re 

To  H,M. 
Inspector 

f erred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

TOTAL  ; • • 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

- 

OUT\iORKERS»  LIST  - SECTIONS  110  and  111  - FACTORIES  ACT.  1957 

No.  of  Outworkers  employed  in  making,  altering  etc.  - Wearing  apparel  : 1 


/Continued, 
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PEST  CONTROL 


The  -work  undertaken  is  summarised  on  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  Financial  Year  1955/56:- 


Local 

Auth. 

(1). 

Type  of  Property 
Non -Agricultural 

Dv/elling 
Houses 
(including 
Cl.  Houses) 
(2) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 
(3) 

Total  of 
Cols.  1,2, 
and  3. 

(4) 

Agriculture 

(5) 

(1)  No.  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority's 
District, 

5 

3164 

519 

3688 

10 

(2)  No,  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 

(a)  Notification, 

- 

114 

17 

131 

- 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

5 

18 

4 

27 

10 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

— 

254 

128 

382 

- 

(3)  Total  infections 

carried  out  including 
re-inspections 

10 

1565 

kh2 

2017 

10 

(4)  No.  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec  2) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by 

(a)  Rats  - Minor 

- 

44 

6 

50 

- 

(b)  Mice  - Minor) 

- 

25 

8 

33 

- 

(5)  No,  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 

- 

69 

14 

83 

- 

(6)  Total  treatments 

carried  out  including 
re-treatments 

- 

83 

17 

100 

- 

(7)  No,  of  notices  served 
under  Sect.  4 of  the 
Act  :- 

(a)  Treatment. 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.  e.  Proofing) 

Nc 

ti 

be 

) notice  serv 
'eatment  as  i 
ilow, 

1 

ed,  but  infer 
n 6 above  anc 

1 

mal  action  £ 
1 proofing  a£ 

secured 
3 in  7 (h) 

(8)  No,  of  cases  in 

which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 of 
the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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A Civic  Health  Exhibition,  inspired  by  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  organised  by  the  Council  ( 
was  held  at  the  Tovm  Hall  during  the  period  ifth  - 9th  July,  1955,  and  some  4,152 
persons  are  recorded  as  having  visited  the  Exhibition,  including  a total  of 
196  school  children  in  organised  parties.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  assess  the 
value  of  an  Exhibition  of  this  kind,  but  speaking  in  general  terms,  and  assuming 
that  the  intention  was  to  interest  the  Food  Trade  in  rats  and  mice  control  methods 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry's  recommendations,  then- it  v/as  a most  disappoint- 
ing failure  in  terms  of  members  of  the  Food  Trade  attending,  and  one  vranders  if 
the  expenditure  charged  to  central  funds  was  not  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
educational  value  of  the  Exhibition, 

The  town's  sewerage  system  vas  last  treated  in  1953,  and  it  is  regretted  that 
it  was  not  possible  to-  give  this  prescribed  duty  the  necessary  attention. 

It  is  the  custom  for  the  British  Transport  Commission  to  undertake  their  own 
rat  control  work  on  shipping,  and  at  port  premises  the  favoured  method  being  rat 
catching,  but  no  notification  was  received  of  any  rats  being  caught,  at  premises 
where  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  rats  to  exist  from  time  to  time. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PEST  INFESTATION 

A summary  is  submitted  of  the  action  taken  f or  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
of  premises 


Disease  or  Infestation 

Council  Houses 

Private  Houses 

Total 

Tuberculosis  _ 

6 

. 19. 

25 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

' 1 

1 

Cancer 

- 

i 2 

2 

Fleas 

“ 1 ' 

1 

2 

Ants 

- 

6 ‘ . 

6 . 

Bugs 

1 

1 

2 

Cockroaches 

4 

3 

7 

Visits 

50 

2 

4 

4 

12 

4 

14 


The  Medical  Officer  notified  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  three  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  but  only  in  one  case  was  teiminal  disinfection  undertaken,  and  this  was 
carried  out  at  tiie  request  of  the  family. 


In  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis  the  bedding  is  either  voluntarily  destroyed, 
or  steam  sterilised  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  this  was  done  on  tz/o 
occasions  at  a cost  of  £1,  Is.  Od,  in  disinfecting  fees. 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  are  carried  out  by  spraying  a germicidal 
solution  in  the  former,  and  an  insecticidal  solution  in  the  latter. 

Acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer,  inquiries  were  made  into 
one  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  one  suspected  case,  and  one  contact  case.  It  was  also 
necessar^^  to  obtain  seven  faecal  specimens  for  examination  as  a precautionary 
measure  in  the  supervision  of  a contact  case  of  Sonne  Dysentery, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  international  nature  of  infectious  disease 
control  and  to  know  that  as  a routine  measure,  your  officials  were  kept  informed 
of  an  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  in  Brittany,  France, which  raged  for  six  months  during 
vihiich  time,  87  cases  were  notified  and  I5  deaths'  occurred.  It  is  thought  that  the 
outbreak  might  have  been  caused  by  the  return  of  a Service-man  frctn  foreign  service 
in t he  Far  East,  It  was  necessary  to  undertake  mass  vaccination  of  the  population 
and  for  a period  a port;  v/as  declared  an  infected  local  area,  where  sanitary 
measures  were  applied  to  ships  leaving  the  port, . The  significance  of  this  to 
Holyhead  and  Anglesey  lay  in  the  fact  that  Ho3yhead  is  a port  where . passengers  and 
crews  of  ships  entering  may  have  been  in  contact'  with  passengers  and  crews  of 
ships  that  had  left  the  infected  port,  and  secondly  Breton  Onion  Sellers 
traditionally  sell  their  produce  in  Anglesey, 
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REFUSE  /J®  SALVAGE  DISPOSAL 


Another  year  of  frustration  in  refuse  disposal  is  recorded,  arising  out 
of  the  knowledge  of  a job  badly  done  but  done  to  the  best  of  the  Council's  resources 
and  the  ingenuity  of  the  staff,  A condition  of  stalemate  has  existed  since  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  dismissed  the  Council's  appeal  against 
the  refusal  of  the  County  Planning  Authority  to  allow  the  establishment  of , a controlled 
refuse  tip  at  Penrhos  Beach. 


Control  of  tipping  at  Penbonc  Tip  is  accomplished  as  well  as  lack  of  soil 
cover  will  allow  the  v/orn  out  Tmgledozer  to  achieve,  but  this  machine  has  now  been 
in  service  since  1950,  and  is  beccsning  increasingly  liable  to  mechanical  breakdovmi, 
and  was  in  fact  out  of  commission  for  one  continuous  period  of  seven-weeks,  start- 
ing on  the  29th  September,  1955.  It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  Council  is 
considering  the  purchase  of  a new  machine.  The  site  is  extremely  exposed  and 
during  high  winds  it  is  quite  impossible  to  control  windblown  debris  wliich  has  to 
be  collected  later  from  the  roadv/'ayby  hand. 


A proposal  to  fill  up  two  ponds  at  Soldiers'  Point,  as  a short  term  venture 
and  improvement  measure,  had  to  be  abandoned  as  the  conditions  laid  dovm  by  the 
British  Transport  Commission  v/ere  not  acceptable  to  the  Council. 


The  occupiers  of  the  Council  Houses  adjoining  the  Bryn-y-Mor  Salvage  Depot 
petitioned  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  its  removal  as  it  was  considered  a source 
of  danger  to  the  children.  Ignorance  and  circumstantial  prejudice  are  potent  factors 
in  creating  public  alarm  in  a commvinity,  and  these  conditions  are  aggravated  where 
the  economies  of  financial  considerations  take  precedence  in  operating  an  under- 
taking, The  application  of  common  sense  prevailed  after  the  matter  had  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council, 


The  income  frcm  salvage  sales  was  as  follows 


PAPER  73 tons 

3cwts 

2qrs 

: £592  - 

18s  - 

5d 

2cwts 

Iqr 

; 2 - 

3s  - 

lOd 

SCRAP  METAL 

15cwts 

Iqr 

: 3 - 

4s  - 

lOd 

The  waste  paper'  tonnage  v/as  up  some  iStons  on  1954  due  to  the  incentive  of 
a steadier  market. 


The  Refuse  Collection  Team  is  composed  of  driver  and  five  men,  and  the 
total  sick-leave  for  the  year  amounted  to  29^  weeks  spread  over  all  members  of  the 
team.  The  Refuse  Tip  labour  force  of  one  Angledozer  Driver  was  off  duty  for  a total 
of  13  weeks  due  to  sickness. 


The  conditions  of  service  of  -the  men  employed  on  refuse  collection  vra.s 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  by  the  Transport  -and  General  Workers'  Union, 
the  grievances  centadng  on  inadequate  anchor  ill  timed  issue  of  portective 
clothing  and  the  need  to  increase  the  labour  force  in  order  to  reduce  the  burden 
on  the  present  team  and  to  maintain  certain  pri-vlleged  working  conditions^  which 
were  alleged  to  be  affected  by  a greater  demand  on  the  collection  service  arising 
out  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  serviced.  As  a result  of  these 
representations,  the  Council  wa.s  at  the  end  of  the  year  considering  very  thoroughly 
the  range  of  protective  clothing  to  be  issued  and  the  question  of  the  purchase  of 
a new  self- trimming  Refuse  Vehicle, 

The  number  of  houses  serviced  each  week  for  night  soil  collection  is  103 
but  even  this  unquestionably  public  health  service  can  be  prejudiced  when  a milk 
producer's  vested  interest  in  animal  health  and  husbandry  seeks  to  disrupt  the 
service  as  a matter  of  self  protection  against  his  neighbours  by  threatening  to 
with-hold  permission  to  enter  farm  land  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  rear  access 
to  a terrace  of  32  houses.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  still  unresolved 
from  the  private  animal  health  point  of  view,  but  it  was  made  abundantly  clear 
that  the  Council  had  every  intention  of  fulfilling  their  public  health  function 
by  servicing  the  pail  closets  through  the  houses  if  necessary,  however  distasteful 
this  development  might  be  to  the  occupiers. 

/continued 
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DUSTBIN  SERVICE 


366  bin  replacement  visits  were  made  in  supervising  the  distribution  of  ^ 
bins.  During  the  financial  year  1955/56,  1D5  bins  were  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£1^+7.  Os.  Od,.  This  year  the  capacily  of  the  bin  was  reduced  from  2-^cu, ft.  to 
2 cu. f t, , and  the  specification  altered  from  the  British  Standard  Specification 
to  the  "Dreadnought"  specification  which  is  considered  a stronger  but  dearer 
bin,  being  re-inforced  at  vulnerable  points, 

^VATER  SUPPD: 

The  delegation  of  the  Council*  s v/'a ter  supply  functions  to  the  County 
Council  became  effective  on  the  1st  October,  1953,  but  it  is  not  out  of  place 
to  comment  on  the  position  in  a public  health  report  of  this  descidption.  The 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  took  I67  samples  of  the  piped  water  supply  in  Holyhead, 
and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  classified  them  as  follows 


Class  1 


Class  11 


Class  111 


Class  IV 


128 


14 


19 


According  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Class  1 results  are  excellent,  Class 
11  results  are  satisfactory.  Class  111  results  are  suspicious  and  Class  IV  results 
are  unsatisfactory  for  non -chlorinated  piped  supplied.  The  non-class  1 sainples 
were  all  taken  during  the  period  May  - October,  An  investigation  into  the 
unsatisfactory  results  confirmed  the  long  held  opinion  that  the  site  of  contamin- 
ation was  at  Cvrni  Reservoir  as  at  periods  of  peak  demand  the  western  part  of  the 
town  vra.s  not  served  with  water  from  the  Cefni  mains,  but  was  suppiLied  by  gravitation 
direct  from  the  Cwm  Reservoir  where  no  secondary  treatment  was  available  before 
it  entered  into  distribution.  Temporary  chemical  measures  were  put  into  operation 
to  treat  the  Cwm  Reservoir  water  before  distribution,  and  a new  chlorinator  vra.s 
ordered.  In  Septem.ber  the  work  of  scraping  and  re-lining  with  bitumen  the  10  inch 
main  frcm  Cae^eiliog  to  the  Erw  Cross-roads  was  started,  and  quite  a number  of 
complaints  were  received  of  sediment  in  the  water  and  oily  staining  of  washing  and 
fittings.  The  most  potentially  serious  of  these  complaints  was  perhaps  the  one  which 
affected  the  Milk  Pasteurisation  Plant  on  a Sunday  in  September  when  milk  processin;- 
had  to  be  stopped  and  the  viiole  plant  dismantled  and  cleansed  as  it  was  choked 
with  the  bitumen  used  in  the  re-lining  of  the  water  main, 

A short  length  of  water  main  had  to  be  renewed  in  Moulton  Street  as  the 
supply  completely  failed  to  six  houses,  whose  occupiers  for  a time  ;vere  obliged 
to  draw  water  from  an  emergency  street  stand-pipe, 

HCUSINC 

In  July,  1954,  the  Moulton  Street  Clearance  Order  v»as  made  by  the  Council 
involving  48  houses,  and  in  November,  1955,  a Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by 
J.  T.  Darch,  Esq,,  A.R, I, B,A, , of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
into  the  application  by  the  Council  for  confirmation  of  the  Order.  The  objectors 
to  the  Order  were  represented  at  the  Inquiry  by  Solicitors,  and  the  hearing  lasted 
from  10,30a,m,  to  5.30p.m.,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  v/as  under  continuous  cross- 
examination  for  4i‘  hours.  The  Inspector  took  two  days,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  to  visit  each  house,  and  to  make  detailed  notes  of  the  conditions. 

During  this  inspection  the  ov/ners  and  their  representatives,  and  any  other 
interested  parties  were  given  every  facility  to  discuss  the  conditions,  and  to 
make  anj^  necessary  comment  to  the  Inspector,  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  confirmed  the  Clearance  Order  on  February,  1956,  but  excluded  eight 
houses  from  the  Order,  and  directed  that  good  maintenance  pa^maents  be  made  respect- 
ing another  eight  houses  included  in  the  Confirmed  Order, 

The  Council*  s first  task  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  August,  1954,  was  to  submit  proposals  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  dealing  with  houses  considered  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  The  preparation  of  these  proposals  in  the  prescribed  form 
involved  the  making  of  four  detailed  and  comprehensive  special  reports  on  the 
housing  conditions  in  the  town,  and  these  reports  were  considered  by  the  Council 
over  the  period  April  to  October  before  the  final  proposals  were  submitted  and  later 
approved  by  the  Minister  in  th^  appended  form, 

/Form  overleaf 

- ID  - 


HOUSIM^  ACT,  1936 


PARTS  11  and  111 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  iWD  REMS  ACT,  1934 


SECTION  1 


Total  NumUer  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority*  s area  ; 3,003 

PilRT  1 THE  TOT/iL  PROBLEM 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

v/ithin  the  meaning  of  section  9 of  the  Housing  796 

Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action 
under  Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for  20 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i). 


PART  2 ORDERS  ALRE/iDI  MADE,  ETC. 


(iii) 

Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and  already 
covered  by  operative  clearance,  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  ovined  by  the  local  authority. 

33 

(iv) 

Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 
and  for  vdiich  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet 
become  operative. 

48 

P/iRT  3 ACTION  IN  THE  FIRST  FIVE  lEilRS 

(v) 

Number  of  houses  lAhich  are  already  in  clearance  areas 
and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsoiy  purchase  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  viiich  are  to  be  purchased  by  agree- 
ment within  the  five  years. 

Nil 

(vl) 

Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 
areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five 
years  ^'dll  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will 
have  been  included  in  a clearance  ozder  or  a compulsory 
purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister. 

337 

(vii) 

Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv)  and  (vi)  to  be 
patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five 
years  under  Section  2 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation. 

. 6a 

(viii) 

Number  of  houses  under  (iii),(iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be 
demolished  in  the  five  years. 

273 

(ix) 

Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised 
in  operative  demolition  orders-)  to  be  demolished  in 
the  five  years  as  a result  of  action  under  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

12 

11  - 


Action  taken,  involving  579  visits,  is  summarised  in  the  Ministry's  prescribed 

form 


CLE;J?ANCE  and  INDIVIDUibL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


MINISTRY  FORM  P.  15  (Housing) 


P/>FT  A.  .CLEARANCE  AKBAS  (Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954) 


Number  of  Dwellings  Houses 
Demolished  in  the  period 

Number  of  Persons 
Displaced 

Unfit  Houses 

Other  Houses 

(1)  Land  coloured  pink 
and  pink  hatched 
ye  Ilow, 

6 

nil 

21 

PART  B.  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEi’lJANCE  /iREAS 


Number  of 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  period 


(1)  (b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 

undertaking  given  by  OTOers 
under  Section  11  and  still  in 
force. 


(3) 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneou, 
Provisions)  Act,  1953,  Closed 
as  a result  of  closing  orders 
under  Section  10(yl)  and  U(2). 


Persons  Dis- 
placed 


4 


REPAIRS  in  the  period 

(4)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  ^^hich  defects  v/ere  remedied 
during  the  period. 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts  - action  after  service  of  formal  notice  ; 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied,  ' 

(a)  By  owners,  ' 


Number  of 


Houses 


80 


PART  C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORMY  USE '^  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 
(8)  (c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 
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Three  applications  vrere  received  for  Certificates  of  Dis-repair  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  three  certificates  vvere  granted  by  the 
Council, 

Tv/elve  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  were 
received  and  ten  approved. 

An  application  for  licence  for  temporary  occupation  of  an  unfit  house  under 
Section  6,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  was  granted  on  completion  of 
minimum  re -conditioning  ^TOrks,  which  make  the  prem.ises  conform  to  a standard 
adequate  for  the  time  being. 


OVERCRO^VDIHG 


No  reliable  statistical  data  is  available  respecting  the  degree  and  extent  of 
statutory  overcrov/ding  in  terms  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  but  cases  found  on 
investigation  of  Housing  Applications  are  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  as  opportunity 
arises, 

PROVISION  OF  HOUSING  ACCOMODATION 

The  position  is  summarised  as  follows 

3 Bedrooms  2 Bedrooms 

Premises  1954  1955  1954  1955 

By  Council  ' 25  42  - 

Private  Enterprise  4 7 - 1 

The  completion  of  42  houses  by  the  Council  is  encouraging  but  indicates  an 
extremely  erratic  rate  of  progress  for  the  last  five  years 

1951  1952  1955  1954  1955 

Council  Houses  70  14  20  25  42 

HOUSING  ESTATES 

The  Chief  Financial  Officer  summarises  the  financial  position  of  the  Estates  at 
the  end  of  the  year  .as  follows 


No, 

of 

Dwellinc 

Tenants 
In  Arrear 

Type  of  Accommodation 

Total 

YiTeekly 

Rental 

Amount 
of  Arrears 

% 

No, 

. 

15 

5 

38 

Requisitioned  Premises 

21,5.  11 

45.18.9 

219 

62 

21 

34 

Temporary  Houses 

79.6,  2 

27.12.5 

35 

437 

111 

25 

Permanent  Houses 

553.12.3 

236.  9.4 

43 

512 

137 

27/o 

£654. 4.  4 

£310.  0.2 

477b 

/Continued 


The  Housing  Application  List  was  completely  revised  at  the  beginning  of  - 
1952  and  there  were  2A2  applications  listed  at  the  end  of  that  year,  and  at  the  ' 
end  of  this  year  all  applications  were  scrutinised,  and  the  follovdng  "live 
statistics"  obtained  out  of  a total  of  377  applications 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

TOTAL 

GROUP  1 

4 

- 

- 

1 

5 

GROUP  2 

:iA 

6 

10 

37 

67 

GROUP  3 

45 

13 

20 

12 

90 

GROUP  4 

8 

10 

15 

8 

41 

TOTAL  : 

71 

29 

45 

' 58 

203 

G-roup  1 applications  consist  of  families  having  a member  whose  health 
is  aggravated  or  prejudiced  by  the  housing  conditions,  auid  they  do  not  of 
necessity  reside  within  the  Urban  Area, 

Group  2 applications  consist  of  families  living  in  rooms. 

Group  3 applications  consist  of  families  vjho  are  tenants  of  houses 
which  are  not  of  necessity  sub-standard  or  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Group  4 applications  consist  of  families  residing  outside  the  Urban 

Area. 


Applicants  for  Council  Houses,  and  for  transfer  on  the  Housing  Estates, 
are  visited  in  their  homes  as  found  necessary,  in  order  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
conditions  at  the  premises,  and  37  visits  to  applicants  for  Council  Houses,  and  31 
visits  to  applicants  for  transfers  were  made.  Each  Council  House  as  it  becomes 
vacant  is  inspected  and  38  inspections  were  made  on  change  of  ten^cies. 

Persistent  allegations  of  dampness  at  Maes  Meilw  and  Morrison  Crescent 
caused  the  Council  to  instruct  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  inspect  and  report  on 
the  tv/elve  houses  at  Maes  Meilv/  and  on  five  flats  at  Morrison  Crescent. 

An  effort  ms  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  nominal  sub-tenancies  in 
Council  Houses,  caused  by  marriage  of  members  of  tenants’  families,  and  28  knovm 
cases  were  invetigated  and  a start  made  on  rehousing  these  small  families  as 
suitable  accommodation  became  available, 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEYfflRA.GE 

The  -vrork  is  summarised  as  follov/s  ;- 

No,  of  Premises  with  Choked  Drains  No,  of  Notices  Drains  Cleared  or 

Repaired 

85  ' •'  85  85 

This  essential  but  unpleasant  service  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  as 
re-chargeable  private  work,  and  in  a few  cases  the  charges  are  disputed  and  finally 
v/ritten  off  as  irrecoverable,  being  individually  small  accounts, 

407  visits  were  made  in  connection  vdth  drainage  and  sewerage  inspection 
and  maintenance. 
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SAMTARY  ACCOMMODATION 


The  work  is 

summarised  as 

followrs  : - 117  visits 

being  made  for  the 

purpose. 

Number 

Notices 

Fittings  provided  or 

Repaired 

Defective  W.C. cisterns 

10 

10 

9 

Defective  W. C, pans 

12 

12 

10 

Defective  closet  pails 

4 

4 

4 

Lacking  Y^.C,  cisterns 

3 

3 

2 

Defective  W, C.  structures  4 

■ 4 

3 

It  is  an  outmoded  tradition  v>rhich  approved  of  the  end  of  the  garden 
as  the  only  place  -vdiere  sanitary  accommodation  could  be  sanitary  and  where  possible 
encouragement  is  given  to  internal  adaptation  in  the  house  to  accommodate  a water 
closet,  but  the  main  hindrance  to  more  of  this  work  being  undertaken  is  the  lack 
of  suitable  drainage  facilities  at  the  old  properties,  but  it  has  been  accomplished 
in  one  instance. 


POOD  PREMISES 


102  visits  were  made  to  tvrenty-nine  food  premises  in  connection  v/ith 
food  examination,  and 200  visits  wrere  made  to  fifty-six  premises  in  the  food  trade 
for  observation  purposes,  and  to  advise  on  compliance  with  the  food  hygiene 
provisions  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938* 

Sir  ’vYilliam  Savage,  an  authority  on  food  poisoning,  now  retired,  but  one 
of  the  Country' s foremost  Medical  Officers,  and  one  time  Chairman  of  the  Catering  Trade 
Working  Party,  has  stated  four  cardinal  points  respecting  a food  inspection  service;- 

"Our  aim  must  be  a.  food  supply  initially  free  from  harmful  bacteria  or 
animal  parasites;  so  distributed  that  pathogenic  bacteria  are  not  added  during 
transit  and  handling;  free  from  putrefactive  changes,  and  maintained  with  an 
absence  of  alienations  due  to  microbial  action  v/hich  cause  impoverishment  or  de- 
trrioration  in  the  quality  of  the  food,” 

The  refrigerator  is  fast  becoming  standard  equipment  to  prevent 
putrefactive  changes  in  perishable  food,  and  the  value  of  this  facility  is 
demonstrated  when  the  refrigerator  breaks  down  and  2621bs,  of  meat  has  to  be  rejected 
as  unfit. 


A disconcerting  incidence  of  foreign  bodies,  alive  and  dead,  found  in 
food  continues,  ranging  from  allegations  of  live  ants  in  cream  horns,  maggots  in 
bacon,  moulds  in  pork  pies,  and  a fragment  of  a mouse's  tail  in  a loaf.  The  alaim 
and  natural  repugnance  of  the  purchaser  in  these  circumstances  when  preparing  a meal 
with  these  ingredients  are  appreciated,  and  there  follows  a panic  complaint  to  the 
Police,  or  an  indignant  protest  to  the  Town  Hall,  that  these  things  should  be 
allowed.  There  is  an  absolute  liability  on  the  vendor  of  the  food  in  these  cases 
under  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  selling  an  article  not  of  the  nature,  substance 
or  quality  demanded.  It  does  not  of  necessity  follow  that  the  food  is  unsound;  but 
there  is  always  strong  circumstantial  indications  that  the  vendor  was  totally  unaw/are 
of  the  condition  of  the  food  at  the  time  of  sale,  in^ed  in  sane  instances  could  not 
possibty  have  knovwi  of  the  hidden  reproach  to  his  reputation.  Conclusive  technical 
legal  proof  of  contravention  of  the  Act  is  difficult  in  these  instances,  and  common 
sense  prevails  with  a refund  of  purchase  money  to  the  aggrieved  victim,  or  restitution 
in  kind,  coupled  with  an  apology,  and  perhaps  a display  by  both  parties  of  a greater 
appreciation  of  the  role  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  safeguarding  the  food  supply. 

Visits  to  food  premises  revealed  that  two  new  refrigeratory  and  one 
sink  had  been  installed,  and  that  a bakehouse  and  wet  fish  shop  had  been  painted 
internally  to  maintain  a higher  standard  of  hygiene.  Nine  choked  drains  received 
attention  and  rat  infestation  was  treated  at  two  premises  whilst  mice  wrere  dealt  with 
at  eight, 
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The  kitchen  of  one  cafe  \vas  enlarged  at  some  expense  to  cope  with  trade 
and  resulted  in  a much  needed  improvement  in  ^vhat  was  otherwise  cramped 
accommodation,  I 

Standards  are  as  difficult  to  apiy  regarding  food  premises  as  they  are 
housing  matters,  especially  is  this  so  when  premises  built  for  other  purposes 
or  in  conformity  with  bygone  conceptions,  are  being  adapted  as  new  ventures 
involving  the  conversion  of  houses  into  cafes  and  lock-up  premises  into 
grocers'  shops,  and  where  the  over-ruling  consideration  is  the  lack  of  capital 
or  the  reluctance  to  spend  it,  and  the  fredom  of  the  individual  to  risk  that 
capital,  and  where  contravention  of  the  Food  L Drugs  Act,  1938  only  arises  after 
establishment  of  the  business.  In  retrospect  it  is  remarkable  how  these  ventures 
succeed  in  conforming  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  premises  T\rhich  academic  theory 
condemns.  Two  grocers'  shops  and  two  cafes  have  been  opened  in  this  way,  "whose 
future  at  the  time  appeared  most  uncertain  but  whose  doors  have  never  closed,  not  even 
on  Sundays  in  specific  instances, 

ICE  CREAM  CONTROL 

In  the  tables  below  details  are  given  of  "the  results  of  testing  195  sam.ples 
of  Ice  Cream  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  the  period  May 
to  September,  1955.  There  are  "two  local  m.anufacturers  using  the  Complete  Cold 
Mix  Method,  and  one  using  the  Hot  Mix  Method,  There  are  "thirty  three  non- 
manufacturing retailers  "who  sell  pre-packed  proprietory  brands  bought  in  bulk. 


Manufacturing-re  tailers 


Dealer 

Samples 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 . 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

A 

7 

100/ 

- 

- 

- 

B 

4 

50/ 

50/ 

- 

- 

C 

9 

11/ 

11/ 

33^0 

45/ 

TOTAL 

: 20 

50/ 

15/ 

15/ 

20/ 

Investigation  into  the 

cause  of 

the  poor  results 

of  Dealer  C 

indicated 

that  the  cold  water  supply  v\aa  probably  the  source  of  the  trouble,  and  he  v/as 
ad"vlsed  to  boil  all  virater  before  use,  but  the  season  terminated  before  the  effect 
of  this  practice  was  fully  demonstrated  by  an  improvement  in  the  product,- 

Non-manufacturing  Retailers 


Thirty- three  Dealers 


Samples 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

' 

175 

83.^0 

12, 6/ 

2,9/ 

The  hygienic  quali"ty  of  the  Ice 

Cream  retailed 

during  "the 

season  is  i 

shov/n  by  the  following  comparison  :- 

Manufacturers 

Year  Grades  1 and  2 

Retailers 

Year  Grades  1 and  2 

1949 

54,0^^  • 

1949 

58,0/ 

1952  . 

95.  ^/o 

1952 

89.4/  ■ 

1954 

lOC/o 

1954 

98. 7f/o 

(Hot  Mix) 

1955 

IOC/ 

1955 

95.470  . 

(Cold  Mix) 

1955 

46,2/ 

The  summer  under  re^viev/  was  abnormally  v/arm,  and  the  results  were  very 
creditable  subject  to  the  qinLifying  remarks  now  made.  All  the  non-manufac tuning 
retailers  had  their  products  consistently  in  Grades  1 and  2 "with  the  exception 
of  six  retailers  whose  samples  behaved  erratically  v/ithout  sufficient  cause  being 
ascertained  on  subsequent  enquiry. 


- 16  - 


/Continued 


MILK  CONTROL 


During  the  period  May  - September  62  samples  of  Tuberculin-Tested  Milk 
were  obtained  from  eight  producers,  and  all  the  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed 
test  under  the  Raw  Milk  Special  Designations  Regulations,  1949.  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  record  this  high  hygienic  standard  in  view  of  the  hot  summer. 

The  milk  of  the  eight  producers  retailing  raw  milk  in  the  town  was  also 
examined  twice  during  the  year,  and  vra.s  certified  as  being  free  from  tubercle 
bacilli  contamination,  and  brucella  infection. 

The  County  Council, as  the  Licensing  xiuthority  for  establishments  where 
pasteurised  milk  is  processed  took  138  samples,  all  of  which  satisfied  the 
prescribed  statutory  test. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1955,  made  under 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial)  Act,  1950,  came  into  operation 
on  the  21st  March,  1955,  and  -the  #iole  of  Anglesey  is  now  a specified  area  where 
only  "pasteurised",  "sterilised",  and  "tuberculin  tested"  milk  may  be  retailed. 

The  Urban  Area  is  served  by  5 Producer/Retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  1 
Retailer  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  and  Sterilised  Milk  may  be  obtained  at  one  Grocer*  s 
Shop,  One  of  the  two  milk  processing  plants  in  the  County  is  situated  at  Holyhead 

and  for  a time  was  the  on!ly  one  in  the  County. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  progress  made  in  eliminating  the  small 

uneconomic  producer/retailer  units  which  infested  the  town  in  pre-v/ar  years,  and  made 
control  of  the  milk  supply  a major  and  difficult  task.  In  1938  there  were  46 
purveyors  of  milk  operating  within  the  Urban  Area.,  and  of  these,  only  2 sold 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 


POOD  & DRUGS  CONTROL 


The  following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were,  obtained  at  Holyhead  by  the 
County  Sampling  Officer  and  submitted  for  examination  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938 


GENUINE  SAMPLES 


Parm  Butter  . : 1 
Condensed  Milk  ; 3 
Milk  ; 1 
Sferilised  Milk  ; 1 
Blended  Tea  : 1 
Glace  Cherries  : 1 
Or^ged  Squash  ; 1 
Gooseberries  in  Syrup  : 1 
Raspberries  in  Syrup  : 1 
Apple  Vinegar  ; 1 
Back  & Kidney  Pills  : 1 
Chest  & Lung  Mixture  : 1 


Pork  Pie  : 1 

Potted  Meat  : 1 

Salmon  Spread  : 1 

Oxo  Cubes  : 1 

Pork  Saugage  ; 1 

Pish  Cakes  : 1 

American  Lard  : 1 

Puff  Pastry  Mixture  : 1 

Merangue  Mixture  : 1 

Raspberry  Roly  Poly  : 1 

Pure  Oil  of  Eucalyptus  : 1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  ; 1 


The  cbmment  is  made  on  the  genuine  Apple  Vinegar  sample  that  mis-placed 
and  enthusiastic  salesmanship  on  the  part  of  the  retailer  had  described  the  product 
as  containing  "all  the  vitamins  essential  to  slimming",  Paith  undoubtedly  works 
wonders,  even  in  the  consumption  of  slimming  beverages,  but  the  Public  Analyst 
quickly  shattered  this  dream  of  sylph-like  proportions  by  disclosing  that  only  a 
small  amount  of  Vitamin  C was  present.  This  and  other  technical  breaches  of  the 
Act  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the,  could  it  possibly  be,  repentent  retailer, 
who  withdrew  the  baseless  description. 


Sixty  four  samples  of  milk  intended  for  consumption  within  the  urban  area 
were  informally  examined  at  the  County  Council*  s Laboratory,  Llangefni,  and  none 
found  so  deficient  in  fat  control,  or  solids  not  fat,  or  containing  added  water 
as  to  warrant  formal  sampling  for  submission  to  the  Public  Analyst, 


POOD  INSPECTION 

The  Council  became  responsible  for  the  provision  of  slaughtering  facilities 
in  the  town  on  2nd  July,  1954,  on  termination  pf  meat  and  livestock  control,  and  in 

- 17  - /Continued 


the  Report  for  last  year  reference  v/as  made  to  the  inevitable  loss  that  would  ' 
arise  in  operating  a Public  Slaughterhouse,  and  it  is  nov/  possible  to  illustrate 
this  fact  in  terms  of  income  and  expenditure  over  the  last  six  months  of  1954 
and  1955. 


Period 

Animals  Slaughtered 

JTJLY-DECEl'IBER 

CATTLE 

■CALVES  SHEEP 

PIGS 

1954 

601 

10  3930 

682 

1955 

264 

1973 

517 

Period  ; JULI -DECEMBER,  1954 

Expenditure  Income 

IVages  £316.  Os.  Od,  Prom  Slaughterhouse  £514.  Os.  Od, 

Tolls. 

Rent  and  Rates  £115.  Os.  Od. 

£431.  Os.  Od. 


Excess  Income  over 

Expenditure.  83.  Os.  Od. 


£51if.  Os.  Od.  £514.  Os.  Od, 


Period  : JULY-DECUfflER,  1955 


Expenditure 


Wages 

£225.  Os.  Od. 

Rent  and  Rates 

£115.  Os.  Od. 

£340.  Os.  Od. 

Inccme 

Prom  Slaughterhouse  £287.  Os.  Od. 

Tolls. 

Excess  Expenditure 

Over  Inccme.  53.  Os.  Qd. 

£340.  Os.  Od. 


In  preparing  the  above  Statement  all  the  Income  has  been  taken  into 
account,  but  only  certain  fixed  items  of  expenditure  have  been  listed,  and  if  the 
decline  in  use  continues  drastic  action  to  curtail  expenditure  will  have  to  be 
considered.  The  opinion  is  emphatically  reiterated  that  the  value  of  a Public 
Slaughterhouse  as  a Public  Health  Service  to  the  ccmmunity  cannot  be  assessed  on 
a profit  and  loss  accountancy  basis. 


The  income  from  Slaughterhouse  Toll  Charges  for  the  year  was  C497. I6s. lid. 


During  the  year  238  visits  vrere  made  to  the  Slaughterhouse,  and  169  visits 
to  the  Cattle  Yard,  and  the  record  of  meat  found  unfit  was  as  follows 


/Table  Overleaf 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condfiinned  in  v7hole  or  in  Part 


CATTLE 

com 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PICS 

Number  killed 

387 

124 

2460 

1254 

Number  killed  (Ex,  Dire) 

561 

9 

- 

381 

- 

Total 

948 

133 

- 

2841 

1254 

Number  inspected 

948 

133 

- 

2841 

1254 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

^ATaole  Carcases  condemned  8 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part  or  589 

organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  mth  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  62, 


Tuberculosis  only 

Vifhole  carcases  condemned  i _ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  59  y - - 23 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis.  6,^ 5»2/o ;;;; 1,  Q/o 


1 - 7 - 

95  - 384  18 

72,3^ - 13,7>o  l«47o 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  vms  condemned,  2 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment. 2 

Seneralised  and  totally 
condemned. 
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Vfeifihts  of  Unfit  Meat 


BEASTS 


SHEEP 


PIGS 


r 


SH 

01 

SR 

GY 

SH 

4 

Tuberculosis 

972 

1590 

339 

Dropsy 

- 

600 

127 

75 

- 

Parasites 

276 

323 

476 

72 

28 

Cirrhosis 

3847 

3227 

- 

- 

- , 25 

Injuries 

104 

1612 

- 

- 

- 

Dead 

- 

4260 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis 

- 

- 

*- 

- 

1 

Actinomycosis 

- 

115 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Moribund 

- 

600 

- 

- 

- 

5229 

12327 

603 

3if7 

393 

Total  Height  for  the  Year  : - 

8tons  6cvirts  3q.^s. 

OTHER  UNSOUND  POOD 


Meat  1246lbs.  (115  tins) 

Vegetables  230-^lbs  (192  tins) 

Pish  23  lbs  (23  tins  ) 

Milk  ...  o ........... . 82  pt s ( 59  tins  S 

Pruit  297  lbs  (163  tins) 


90 lbs.  - Pork  Sausages 
112 lbs.  - Bacon 
10 lbs.  - Chicken 
2 Cartons  - Chicklettes  - 23 lbs 
2 Bags  Mussels  - 2241bs. 

2621bs.  - Butchers  Meat 
1 Lamb  - 401bs. 

Cheese  - 12ozs.  ’ 

5cwts  - CarzxDts 

Albs.  - Breakfast  Cereals 

19  fluid  ozs.  - Orange  Juice 


Decomposition 

-do- 

-do- 

-do-  * 

-do- 

-do-  (Refrigerator  Breakdown) 
Bone  taint 
Mouldy 

Severe  frost  bite. 

Plour  Mites 
Rancid. 


LICENSED  SLAUGHTER!', fflN 


There  were  seventeen  persons  holding  licences  under  the  Slaughter  .of 
Animals  Act,  1933/54,  but  of  this  number  only  six  v/ere  slaughtering  during  the  year, 
ajid  some  of  these  only  incidentally  or  in  an  emergency. 


BtPORTED  POOD 

A complete  check  was  exercised  on  all  landings  of  imported  food  from 
the  Republic  of  Ireland.  This  work  involves  alternate  Sunday  duty  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  the  manifests  of  575  ships  were  scrutinised,  and  759  notifications 
despatched  to  the  receiving  Local  Authorities.  • - 

The  diversion  of  meat  container  traffic  from  Dublin  to  pleetivood  started  in 
October,  1954  continued  up  to  the  11th  November,  1955,  an<l  is  considered  to  have  arisen 
out  of  a demand  for  a better  service  from  the  meat  exporters. 

During  the  year  sailings  were  suspended  from  the  29th  May  to  the  l6th  June 
as  a result  of  strike  action  in  a dispute  affecting  service  conditions  of  Railway 
Engine  Drivers  and  Piremen. 

/Continued 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  During  the  Year 


Ships  from 

No. 

Net,  Reg,  Tons 

Foreign 

11 

2,232 

Coastwise 

1,249 

1,555,137 

Fishing  Vessels 

210 

Principal  Ports  from  Viiiich  ships  arrive 

Cargo  Vessels  ; 

Passenger  Vessels 

Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  During 

Dublin,  North  TiTall, 
Dun  Laoghaire, 

the  Year 

No.  of  Passengers 

Invirards 

Outwards 

Passenger  Traffic 

Cargo  Service 

605 

379 

Mail  Service 

398,877 

376,927 

C/iRGO  TEh'^IC 

Docks,  Harbours  and  I'Tharves  Tonnages 

Tonnages  divided  into 

Commodities 

Imported  (Tons) 

Exported  (Tons) 

Agricultural  Machinery 

935 

Ale  and  Guiness  Stout 

4,492 

349 

Building  and  Road  Making  Material 

2,435 

Bunker  Oil  and  Spirit, 

8,615 

Bunker  Coal  and  Coke. 

— 

12,478 

Chemicals  and  Chemical  Fertilisers 

12 

9,587 

Confectionery 

884 

31 

cigarettes 

62 

- 

Eggs 

8 

- 

Earthenv/are,  Firebricks,  Tiles,  Etc. 

- 

2,333 

Fish  and  Shell  Fish 

1,959 

k25 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

40 

263 

Glassware 

25 

352 

Grain  and  Flour  Milling  Offal 

16 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes  and  Manfts. 

129 

9,922 

Household  Effects 

1,238 

126 

Leather  and  Leather  Manfrs. 

158 

108 

Livestock 

58,220 

860 

Machinery  and  Castings 

1,086 

1,667 

Mails 

726 

1,457 

Meat  - Fresh 

23,452 

- 

Meat  - Bacon 

177 

- 

Meat  - Canned 

518 

- 

Meat  - Offal 

1,098 

- 

Meat  - Sausage 

120 

- 

Minerals 

- 

7,017 

Other  Textiles 

190 

1,062 

Paper,  Cardboard,  Periodicals  & News 

773 

2,515 

Parcel  Post 

3,879 

6,369 

Peat 

534 

- 

Poultry,  Game  and  Rabbits 

2,076 

- 

Pelts,  - Rabbits 

74 

Quariy  Products  - Slate 

936 

Rags 

214 

- 

Returned  Empties 

10,696 

9,943 

Scrap  Metal 

280 

- 
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Imported  (Tons) 


Exported  (Tons) 


Seaweed 

37 

- 

Tobacco  Offal 

205 

Vehicles  and  Parts 

2,733 

4,664 

Wines  and  Spirits 

280 

86 

Wools  - Raw 

1,688 

415 

Yfoollen  Goods 

22 

517 

Yeast 

- 

55 

General  Traffic 

5,442 

29,890 

323,543 

115,412 

GR4E1D  TOTiJL 

LIVESTOCK 


Horses 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pi£S 

Asses 

Outv/ards 

1328 

- 

- 

- 

- 

275 

Inwards 

2472 

132,515 

17,763 

64 

7 

1,711 
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